
Invention Idea Brainstorming: Where to 
Start 
Coming up with a new invention idea is exciting, but it can also be overwhelming. Many people 
struggle with where to begin, how to refine their ideas, and what steps to take next. If you’ve 
ever had an idea but weren’t sure how to move forward, you’re in the right place! 

Why Brainstorming Matters 
Every great invention starts with a simple idea. But turning that idea into something real takes 
creativity, research, and problem-solving. Brainstorming helps refine your concept and ensures 
it has potential before you invest time and resources. 

If you need help structuring your invention process, you can always read more about 
professional assistance. 

Step 1: Identify a Problem to Solve 
The best inventions solve real problems. Look around and think about daily challenges. Ask 
yourself: 

●​ What tasks feel frustrating or time-consuming? 
●​ Are there products that could work better? 
●​ What common complaints do people have? 

Observing your surroundings and listening to people’s needs can spark an innovative idea. 
Many successful inventors begin by improving existing products rather than creating something 
entirely new. 

Step 2: Research Existing Solutions 
Before getting too far, research what’s already out there. A quick online search can reveal if 
similar inventions exist. While competition isn’t necessarily a bad thing, your idea should stand 
out in some way. 

Some key areas to research include: 

●​ Patents: Check if a similar idea has already been patented. 
●​ Market demand: See if there’s interest in your concept. 
●​ Consumer feedback: Identify weaknesses in current solutions. 

https://invent-help.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html


For more insights on invention research, feel free to read more about industry trends. 

Step 3: Brainstorm Possible Solutions 
Once you’ve pinpointed a problem, start thinking of ways to solve it. Don’t limit yourself to one 
idea—write down multiple solutions. Some techniques to try: 

●​ Mind Mapping: Create a visual map of related ideas. 
●​ Freewriting: Write continuously about your idea for 10 minutes. 
●​ SCAMPER Method: Substitute, Combine, Adapt, Modify, Put to another use, Eliminate, 

or Reverse elements of existing products. 

Step 4: Sketch Your Idea 
A simple drawing can bring your idea to life. It doesn’t have to be perfect, but a rough sketch 
can help you visualize how it might work. If your invention is complex, consider making a basic 
prototype using household materials. 

Step 5: Get Feedback from Others 
Talking about your idea with trusted friends, family, or industry professionals can provide 
valuable insights. They might: 

●​ Suggest improvements. 
●​ Point out potential flaws. 
●​ Offer encouragement or connections. 

If possible, seek input from people in your target market. Their feedback can shape your 
invention into something more practical and desirable. 

Step 6: Protect Your Idea 
Before sharing your invention widely, consider protecting it legally. This could mean filing a 
provisional patent or keeping detailed records of your development process. For more 
information, you can read more about idea protection services. 

Step 7: Take Action and Develop Your Idea 
Brainstorming is just the beginning. The next steps involve creating a prototype, securing 
funding, and finding the right professionals to bring your invention to life. Many inventors work 
with services that specialize in patenting, marketing, and product development. 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/inventhelp
https://inventhelpcanada.blob.core.windows.net/idea-protection-services/index.html


Key Takeaways 
●​ Start with a problem: The best inventions solve real-world issues. 
●​ Research before committing: Knowing the competition and market demand is crucial. 
●​ Protect your idea: Secure your invention before sharing it widely. 

FAQs 

1. How do I know if my invention idea is good? 

A strong invention idea solves a real problem, has market potential, and stands out from 
existing products. Research and feedback can help you determine if your idea is worth 
pursuing. 

2. What if someone has already created a similar product? 

That doesn’t necessarily mean your idea won’t work. Look for ways to improve or differentiate 
your invention. Many successful products started as improvements to existing solutions. 

3. Do I need a patent before sharing my idea? 

While a patent isn’t always necessary right away, protecting your idea is important. You might 
start with a provisional patent or keep thorough records before discussing it with investors or 
manufacturers. 

4. How can I build a prototype with limited resources? 

Start with simple materials like cardboard, clay, or 3D-printed parts. Many inventors create basic 
models before investing in professional prototypes. 

5. What if I get stuck during the brainstorming process? 

Take a break and return with a fresh perspective. You can also try different brainstorming 
methods, seek feedback, or research similar ideas for inspiration. 

6. Where can I get professional help for my invention? 

There are companies that specialize in helping inventors with patenting, prototyping, and 
marketing. Look for reliable resources and consult experts when needed. 
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